
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Ann Arbor YMCA  
Summer Day Camps 2016 

Job Brochure 
 

 

Hello and thank you for taking an interest in summer day camps at the Ann Arbor 
YMCA.  Each year we provide quality camping experiences to hundreds of children 

across Washtenaw County.  Like any of our programs it is the staff who are directly 
involved with the campers on a daily basis that make camp the special experience it 

is for so many children year after year.   
 

With the summer of 2016 now approaching, we are looking for passionate, 
committed and enthusiastic staff that will make this summer even better.  We hope 

that you will find a camp that suits your interests within this brochure.   

 
All new and returning Day Camp staff applicants are asked to complete the online 

application. The closing date for early applicants is March 15 and we will hold 
interviews March 21-April 15. Late applicants will be reviewed on a case-by-case 

basis.  
 

Thank you, 
 

Steve Petty 

Asst VP: Youth Development &  
Program Operations  

 Abbey Davis 

Teen & Volunteer Director  
(Teen Camps & YVC) 

 
 

  

Chris Deary 
Youth & Adult Sports Coordinator 

(Sports & Specialty Camps) 

 Colette Hemker 
Youth Sports & Outreach Coordinator 

(Ypsilanti Day Camps) 
   

Alison Lum   

Camp Birkett Director 
(Camp Birkett) 

 Kyande Sanders 

Day Camp Coordinator 
(Kidventure, Whiz Kids, Fit Kids) 

     
 



KidVenture Day Camp 
 

 
KidVenture Full Day Director 

 
KidVenture Day Camp is designed with a wide range of activities guaranteed to 

expand your child’s horizons. Kids have fun while making new friends, developing 
new skills, learning core values, building self-confidence, appreciating team work and 

growing in self-reliance.  During the course of a session, campers will participate in a 

variety of experiences both in- and outdoors based on weekly themes.  Swimming, 
arts and crafts, and field trips are also offered each week.   KidVenture Day Camp is 

located at the Ann Arbor YMCA, with the kid-friendly Atlantis Room as its home base.  
The director would be responsible for the daily schedule of activities as well as the 

supervision of all participants and staff.  The ultimate accountability on what happens 
in the camp falls on the shoulders of the director.  We are looking for someone with 

planning/organization skills and creative ideas for daily activities.  Administrative 
experience is also desired from applicants.  As a Day Camp, it is important that the 

program is unique from simple supervision and possesses something new, fun and 

exciting for the kids each day.   
 

 
KidVenture Day Camp Counselor 

 
As a counselor you will be asked to work with one of the camps listed above.  

Flexibility and willingness to move between camps is required of this job.  As a 
counselor you will share the supervision responsibilities with other staff and help to 

facilitate all activities.  We are looking for staff who are excited about working with 

kids, as it is the counselors, not just the directors, who have the ability to make a 
camp amazing.  When applying you may list the preferred camp you would like to 

work with, but understand you may be moved around based on need.    
 

 

Whiz Kids & Fit Kids 

 
Whiz/Fit Kids Director 

 

Whiz Kids is a half day camp that runs from 8:30am – 12:30pm.  Fit Kids is also a 
half day camp running from 12:30-4:30.  These camps operate on a pre determined 

schedule of themes from session to session.  The director will plan activities based on 
those themes that can be taken home.  The idea of this camp is to educated campers 

on the themes through hands on activities and crafts.  The director should be able to 
plan, organize, and implement activities.  The ability and experience to supervise 

staff and large numbers of children is required.  As the director, the ultimate 
responsibility of what happens in the program falls on them.  As a Day Camp, it is 

important that the program is unique from simple supervision and possesses 

something new, fun and exciting for the kids each day.   
 

Whiz Kids/Fit Kids Counselor  
 

As a regular counselor you will be asked to work with one of the camps listed above.  
Flexibility and willingness to move between camps is required of this job.  As a 

counselor you will share the supervision responsibilities with other staff and help to 
facilitate all activities.  We are looking for staff who are excited about working with 



kids, as it is the counselors, not just the directors, who have the ability to make a 

camp amazing.  When applying you may list the preferred camp you would like to 
work with, but understand you may be moved around based on need.    

 

Teen Camps 
 

Teen Adventure Director 
 

Teen Adventure Camp is by far the most high risk camp at the Y.  As a traveling 

camp, it is paramount that the director be of the utmost maturity.  Policies and 
procedures are crucial and the director must be willing to follow each down to the 

finest detail.  With that said, Teen Adventure can be one of the most rewarding 
camps as you will have the opportunity to travel and experience new things each 

day.  Trips will be decided before the summer and include things like baseball 
games, amusement parks, museums, and other great places.  The director would be 

responsible for the daily schedule of activities as well as the supervision of all 
participants and staff.  The ultimate accountability on what happens in the camp falls 

on the shoulders of the director.  Camp runs from 8:30am-4:30pm each day. 

 
Teen Adventure Counselor 

 
It is the job of the Teen Adventure counselor to assist in supervision and daily 

operation of the program.  Under the supervision of the Teen Adventure Director, the 
counselor plays an important role in making each trip great.   

 
 

WEEKEND TRIPS FOR TEENS  

The Wilderness Teen Adventure/Cedar Point Adventure Weekend Counselor will have 
a great deal of responsibility for taking kids on a weekend long trip to the Sleeping 

Bear Dunes National Lake Shore for the weekend. Policies and procedures are crucial 
and the director must be willing to follow each down to the finest detail.  This 

position will be incredibly rewarding, as opportunity to travel and introduce teens to 
new ideas and experience is the core of this weekend trip. We are looking for 

someone who is familiar with camping, leading teens, ability to provide a safe and 
enriched experience and who can apply fun to anything.  Experience working with 

teens is preferable.  High level of energy and diligent supervision is a necessity. 

Counselor is accountable for all actions and decisions made during trip.  
 

Wilderness Teen Adventure: July 17 – 19  
Cedar Point Adventure Weekend: July 31 – August 2 

 

Camp Birkett 
 
Program Director 

 

Under the supervision of the Camp Birkett Director, the Program Director is 
responsible for the planning of program activities, all-camp events, overnights and 

the Leaders-In-Training program. The Program Director ensures that weekly camp 
themes and programming objectives are delivered, and that specialist program areas 

provide activities that are safe, fun and age-appropriate. The incumbent also assists 
in the management of the overall camp operation at the discretion of the Camp 

Birkett Director.  
 



Waterfront Director 

 
Under the direction of the Camp Birkett Director and the policies of the Ann Arbor 

YMCA, the Waterfront Director will be responsible for upkeep of the waterfront 
facilities; enforcement of policies and procedures; and supervision of lifeguards. The 

Waterfront Director is responsible for waterfront programming and meeting all 
licensing requirements as they pertain to the waterfront.  Activities include free 

swim, swim lessons, canoeing and shoreline exploration. Aquatic background 
including knowledge in life-guarding and staff training is required. Current lifeguard 

certification, and willingness to convert to YMCA standards if necessary, is required.  

Knowledge of, and experience with, waterfront programming is desired. 
 

Boating/Swimming Counselor 
 

In accordance with the Waterfront Director, the Boating and Swimming Counselor 
will conduct activities such as sailing, canoeing, and other waterfront specialties.  

The Boating and Swimming Counselor should have experience in both sailing and 
canoeing and requires a lifeguarding certification. 

 

Arts and Crafts Counselor 
 

The Arts and Crafts Counselor will be in charge of organizing, planning, and 
facilitating the daily A&C sessions.  Applicants should have experience in creative 

arts and be able to plan new ideas each day.  
 

Archery Counselor 
 

The Archery Counselor is responsible for the daily operation of the Archery Range.  

Applicants should have some experience in archery, or be willing to undergo training 
in archery.  As the lead instructor, the Archery Counselor will teach campers on all of 

the aspects of archery, from safety to marksmanship.  A responsible and motivated 
person is required. 

 
Sports Counselor 

 
The sports counselor will facilitate daily sessions on team sports.  Applicants should 

be in good shape and able to participate in high energy games/sports.  Experience in 

athletics is desired.  The ability to plan fun and safe activities each day is required.  
Overly competitive applicants need not apply. 

 
Nature Counselor 

 
The Nature Counselor will create and facilitate activities based around outdoor and 

nature education.  Experience in outdoor education is required.  The ability to 
creatively plan activities and learning sessions is required.  Knowledge of native 

plants, animals, and other wildlife is desired. 

 
Group Leader  

 
Group Leaders are asked to perform multiple tasks from day to day.  The primary 

function of a counselor is to supervise, interact with, and entertain the campers.  
Counselors may also be asked to assist the specialty staff in facilitating activities. 

Applicants must have some background working with youth in order to qualify for 
this position.  Responsible, energetic, and fun counselors are desired. 



 

Youth Volunteer Corps (YVC)  
 
Team Leader  

 
Youth Volunteer Corps Team Leader will be responsible for leading groups of youth 

through various projects during the summer.  YVC counselors will report directly to 
the YVC Coordinator and assist them in the application of YVC activities.  A 

background in volunteerism and a desire to pass along the values of volunteering are 

desired. 
 

Sports & Specialty Camps 
 
Throughout the summer we hold a variety of Sports & Specialty Camps at various 

locations throughout Ann Arbor & Ypsilanti.  Each camp does not run every week of 
the summer so applicants who have experience in multiple fields or who are 

prepared to move between different camps will be preferred. 
 

Director Positions 

 
Specialty Camps & Trips Director 

 
The Specialty Camps/Trips Director will oversee programming for our Specialty camp 

offerings, including Extreme Sports, Survival Camp and provide support for camps 
requiring transportation to off-site locations. Each camp requires high amounts of 

creativity and an organized structure to keep it entertaining throughout the week 
and to challenge campers physically & mentally. The director should be creative and 

able to plan, organize, and implement activities.  The ability and experience to 

supervise staff and groups of around 14 children is required.  Applicants must be 21 
and over with the ability to attain a chauffeurs license. The Director is expected to 

work around 25-40 hours per week in a camp with additional hours allocated for 
planning. It is expected that the Director would begin planning the camp curriculum 

6 weeks before the start of the summer. 
 

Science & Discovery Camp Director (STEM Camps) 
 

The Science & Discovery Camp Director will create and facilitate activities for our 

range of STEM camps. The ability to creatively plan activities and learning sessions is 
required. Science camps include Myth Busters, Crazy Chemists & Fun with Physics. 

Knowledge of the basic sciences is required but more importantly we look for 
candidates who can create exciting lesson plans based around the subject matter to 

keep campers engaged and enthusiastic about exploring science. It is expected that 
the Science & Discovery Camp Director will work around 25 hours per week in a 

camp with an additional 5 hours per week allocated for camp set up and planning. As 
the director, the ultimate responsibility of what happens in the program falls on 

them. It is expected that the Director would begin planning the camp curriculum 6 

weeks before the start of the summer. 
 

Science Camps 
 

Science Camp Counselor  
 



These extremely popular science based camps allow campers to experiment every 

day with different projects.  Activities have ranged from rocket building to building 
basic electrical circuits.  The right applicant will have a passion for science and a 

desire to share their skills with children.  Some activities require extra attention 
when supervising children so applicants should be responsible and able to follow 

policies and procedures to the finest detail.  We are looking for individuals that are 
responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with children. 

 
Specialty Camps 

 

Active Girls/You Go Girl Counselor  
 

Active Girls and You Go Girl are a great opportunities for girls to experience the 
benefits of physical activity in a safe, caring and fun atmosphere!  Active Girls 

focuses on beginning a girl’s exposure to physical activity, while You Go Girl builds 
on older girl’s interest with more involved/focused fitness activities.  Counselors 

should be positive role models who are able to instill a sense of excitement and self-
confidence.  Counselors will be responsible for the supervision of campers throughout 

their day at camp.  We are looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic 

and enjoy interacting with children.  The ability to plan safe, fun & creative activities 
is essential. 

 
Cheer Camp Counselor  

 
Each year this camp is extremely popular with younger girls.  We are looking for 

individuals with some experience in dance or cheer techniques but the ability to plan 
safe, fun & creative activities is most important.  Counselors will be responsible for 

the supervision of campers throughout their day at camp.  We are looking for 

individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with children.   
 

Dance Camp Counselor 
 

Not unlike our Theater offering, Dance is for the camper with an interest in stage 
performance.  With a focus on movement, choreography and singing; Dance requires 

a staff member with passion and experience in the field.  Counselors will be 
responsible for writing, organizing and implementing all performances.  We are 

looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 

children. 
 

Design Star Counselor 
 

Campers will spend a week designing and making his/her favorite item of clothing as 
they work towards our Parent Show on the final day of camp. Sewing machines will 

not be used but campers will be able to create designs, patterns and beading using 
Velcro and fabric glues.  This camp will also include some traditional camp activities 

such as games and arts & craft projects.  Counselors should be comfortable 

participating and leading above activities.  We are looking for creative, energetic and 
crafty staff for this camp.   

 
Glee Camp Counselor 

 
Not unlike our Dance/Theater offering, Glee is for the camper with an interest in 

stage performance.  With a focus on singing; Glee requires a staff member with 
passion and experience in the field.  Counselors will be responsible for writing, 



organizing and implementing all performances.  We are looking for individuals that 

are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with children.   
 

Gymnastics Camp Counselor 
 

Our gymnastics camps are some of our most-popular summer day camps and we 
look for instructors that have experience in gymnastics, and preferably coaching 

experience. Counselors are expected to assist with the set up and break down of 
equipment and will be responsible for a group of 8-10 participants during camp. We 

are looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting 

with children. 
 

Survival Camp Counselor  
 

Campers will have fun learning about the basics of outdoor living, camping and team 
building skills. They will develop character skills and teamwork through activities and 

games including: fishing, building shelters, campfire building, orienteering and more.  
Much of this camp takes place away from the YMCA facility so survival camp 

counselors should be responsible and of the utmost maturity.  It is essential that 

counselors are willing to follow policies and procedures to the finest detail.  
Counselors should have an interest in outdoor living and be able to plan safe, 

creative and fun activities throughout the week.  We are looking for individuals that 
are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with children. 

 
Theater Camp Counselor  

 
This two-week theater camp will concentrate on character development, voice 

projection, stage presence, and other theater basics. As well as playing theater 

based games, the troupe will write a short one-act play which they will rehearse and 
perform on the last day of camp.  Counselors should have experience in theater and 

performance, and should be able to plan fun and exciting activities that will develop 
campers’ interest in theater.  We are looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, 

energetic and enjoy interacting with children. 
 

Sports Camps 
 

Baseball Camp Counselor 

 
Baseball Camp Counselors will facilitate activities within the baseball camp so the 

ability to plan safe, creative & fun activities is essential.  Counselors will be 
responsible for the supervision of campers throughout their day at camp.  We are 

looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 
children.  Applicants should be in good shape and able to participate in high energy 

games/sports.  Experience in athletics is desired.  Overly competitive applicants need 
not apply. 

 

Basketball Camp Counselor  
 

Basketball Camp Counselors will facilitate activities within the basketball camp so the 
ability to plan safe, creative & fun activities is essential.  Counselors will be 

responsible for the supervision of campers throughout their day at camp.  We are 
looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 

children.  Applicants should be in good shape and able to participate in high energy 



games/sports.  Experience in athletics is desired.  Overly competitive applicants need 

not apply. 
 

Bowling Camp Counselor  
 

The bowling camp takes place away from the YMCA facility so bowling camp 
counselors should be responsible and of the utmost maturity.  It is essential that 

counselors are willing to follow policies and procedures to the finest detail.  
Experience in bowling is preferred but more important is the ability to plan and lead 

fun, creative activities based on the sport of bowling. 

 
Extreme Sports Camp Counselor 

 
This travel-based camp takes a tour through some of the more exciting sports 

offered in our area. Activities may include Activities may include Broomball, Sailing, 
Rock Climbing, Laser Tag, Whirly Ball and more! Most activities take place away from 

the YMCA building so applicants should be responsible and of the utmost maturity.   
We are looking for individuals that are responsible, fun & energetic and enjoy 

interacting with children.  While we will have multiple staff in this camp, the program 

leader must be 21 and willing to obtain a chauffeurs license.  
 

Flag Football Counselor 
 

Flag Football Camp Counselors will facilitate activities within the Flag Football camp 
so the ability to plan safe, creative & fun activities is essential.  Counselors will be 

responsible for the supervision of campers throughout their day at camp.  We are 
looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 

children.  Applicants should be in good shape and able to participate in high energy 

games/sports.  Experience in athletics is desired.  Overly competitive applicants need 
not apply. 

 
Soccer Camp Counselor  

 
The soccer camp takes place away from the YMCA facility so soccer camp counselors 

should be responsible and of the utmost maturity.  It is essential that counselors are 
willing to follow policies and procedures to the finest detail.  Experience in soccer is 

essential as is the ability to plan and lead fun and creative activities.  We are looking 

for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 
children.   

 
Team-Building NERF® Camp Counselor 

 
As the name of the camp suggests, this is camp is all about team-building using 

NERF games as an activity. We are looking for candidates that can create games and 
challenges using NERF in a way that allows kids to work collaboratively, problem 

solve, and develop leadership.  

 
Team/All Star Sports Camp Counselor  

 
The team, international and All-Star sports camps include a variety of different 

sports and activities from a variety of regions and countries.   The sports camp 
counselors are expected to plan different activities each day.  Some activities may 

take place away from the YMCA building so applicants should be responsible and of 
the utmost maturity.  It is essential that counselors are willing to follow policies and 



procedures to the finest detail.  We are looking for individuals that are responsible, 

fun & energetic and enjoy interacting with children. 
 

Ypsilanti Day Camp  
 

Group Counselor 
 

Campers in the Ypsilanti summer day camp will participate in a variety of skilled 
areas, including sports, arts and crafts, science, swim and teambuilding.  Camp will 

be mainly located at a central location (yet to be determined), but campers will go 

off site for various trips that include walking and bussing destinations.  Group 
counselors will be responsible for an assigned age-group of campers for the week, 

leading them through transitions to various activity areas and assisting specialist 
counselors in their activity.  We are looking for individuals who are responsible, 

caring, fun & energetic and enjoy interacting with children.  Certifications in First Aid 
and CPR are required upon hiring and the ability and willingness to certify as a 

lifeguarding is preferred.  The Y provides training opportunities in ASHI First Aid and 
CPR and YMCA lifeguarding. 

   

Sports Specialist/Counselor 
 

The sports specialist will be responsible for planning age appropriate sports and high-
energy games activities for each group related to each session’s theme.  The sports 

specialist should be prepared to participate in the activities with campers.  Specialists 
will also assist group counselors and the camp director during camp transitions and 

trips.  We are looking for individuals who are responsible, caring, fun & energetic and 
enjoy interacting with children.  Coaching experience is preferred.  Certifications in 

First Aid and CPR are required upon hiring and the ability and willingness to certify as 

a lifeguarding is preferred.  The Y provides training opportunities in ASHI First Aid 
and CPR and YMCA lifeguarding. 

 
Arts & Crafts Specialist/Counselor 

 
The arts and crafts specialist will be responsible for planning age appropriate arts 

and crafts activities for each group related to each session’s theme.  The arts and 
crafts specialist should be prepared to participate in the activities with campers.  

Specialists will also assist group counselors and the camp director during camp 

transitions and trips.  We are looking for individuals who are responsible, caring, fun 
& energetic, creative and enjoy interacting with children.  Certifications in First Aid 

and CPR are required upon hiring and the ability and willingness to certify as a 
lifeguarding is preferred.  The Y provides training opportunities in ASHI First Aid and 

CPR and YMCA lifeguarding. 
 

Science & Discovery Kids Specialist/Counselor 
 

The science and discover kids specialist will be responsible for planning age 

appropriate and safe science experiments for each group related to each session’s 
theme.  The discovery kids specialist should have a background in science (chemistry 

or biology) and be prepared to participate in the activities with campers.  Specialists 
will also assist group counselors and the camp director during camp transitions and 

trips.  We are looking for individuals who are responsible, caring, fun & energetic, 
creative and enjoy interacting with children.  Certifications in First Aid and CPR are 

required upon hiring and the ability and willingness to certify as a lifeguarding is 



preferred.  The Y provides training opportunities in ASHI First Aid and CPR and YMCA 

lifeguarding. 
 

Swim Instructor Specialist/Counselor 
 

The swim instructor specialist will be responsible creating a lesson plan for swim 
instruction and water safety.  Specialists will also assist group counselors and the 

camp director during camp transitions and trips.  We are looking for individuals who 
are responsible, caring, fun & energetic, creative and enjoy interacting with children.  

Certifications in First Aid and CPR and lifeguarding are required upon hiring.  The Y 

provides training opportunities in ASHI First Aid and CPR and YMCA lifeguarding. 
 

 


