
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Ann Arbor YMCA  
Summer Day Camps 2016 

Job Brochure 
 

 

Hello and thank you for taking an interest in summer day camps at the Ann Arbor 

YMCA.  Each year we provide quality camping experiences to hundreds of children 

across Washtenaw County.  Like any of our programs it is the staff who are directly 

involved with the campers on a daily basis that make camp the special experience it 

is for so many children year after year.   

 

With the summer of 2016 now approaching, we are looking for passionate, 

committed and enthusiastic staff that will make this summer even better.  We hope 

that you will find a camp that suits your interests within this brochure.   

 

All new and returning Day Camp staff applicants are asked to complete the online 

application. The closing date for early applicants is March 15 and we will hold 

interviews March 21-April 15. Late applicants will be reviewed on a case-by-case 

basis.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Steve Petty 

Asst VP: Youth Development &  

Program Operations  

 Abbey Davis 

Teen & Volunteer Director  

(Teen Camps & YVC) 

   

Chris Deary 

Youth & Adult Sports Coordinator 

(Sports & Specialty Camps) 

 Colette Hemker 

Youth Community Program Director 

(Ypsilanti Day Camps) 

   

Alison Lum   

Camp Birkett Director 

(Camp Birkett) 

 Kyande Sanders 

Day Camp Coordinator 

(Kidventure, Whiz Kids, Fit Kids) 

     

 



KidVenture Day Camp 
 

 

KidVenture Full Day Director 

 

KidVenture Day Camp is designed with a wide range of activities guaranteed to 

expand your child’s horizons. Kids have fun while making new friends, developing 

new skills, learning core values, building self-confidence, appreciating team work and 

growing in self-reliance.  During the course of a session, campers will participate in a 

variety of experiences both in- and outdoors based on weekly themes.  Swimming, 

arts and crafts, and field trips are also offered each week.   KidVenture Day Camp is 

located at the Ann Arbor YMCA, with the kid-friendly Atlantis Room as its home base.  

The director would be responsible for the daily schedule of activities as well as the 

supervision of all participants and staff.  The ultimate accountability on what happens 

in the camp falls on the shoulders of the director.  We are looking for someone with 

planning/organization skills and creative ideas for daily activities.  Administrative 

experience is also desired from applicants.  As a Day Camp, it is important that the 

program is unique from simple supervision and possesses something new, fun and 

exciting for the kids each day.   

 

KidVenture Day Camp Counselor 

 

As a counselor you will be asked to work with one of the camps listed above.  

Flexibility and willingness to move between camps is required of this job.  As a 

counselor you will share the supervision responsibilities with other staff and help to 

facilitate all activities.  We are looking for staff who are excited about working with 

kids, as it is the counselors, not just the directors, who have the ability to make 

camp a memorable experience for every child.  When applying you may list the 

preferred camp you would like to work with, but understand you may be asked to 

work in other locations as needed.  

 
Whiz Kids & Fit Kids 

 

Whiz/Fit Kids Director 

 

Whiz Kids is a half day camp that runs from 8:30am – 12:30pm.  Fit Kids is also a 

half day camp running from 12:30-4:30.  These camps operate on a pre determined 

schedule of themes from session to session.  The director will plan activities based on 

those themes that can be taken home.  The idea of this camp is to educated campers 

on the themes through hands on activities and crafts.  The director should be able to 

plan, organize, and implement activities.  The ability and experience to supervise 

staff and large numbers of children is required.  The Camp Director is responsible for 

the planning and delivery of camp activities, and the welfare of the campers and in 

that camp.   As a Day Camp, it is important that the program is unique from simple 

supervision and possesses something new, fun and exciting for the kids each day.   

 

Whiz Kids/Fit Kids Counselor  

 

As a counselor you will be asked to work with one of the camps listed above.  

Flexibility and willingness to move between camps is required of this job.  As a 

counselor you will share the supervision responsibilities with other staff and help to 

facilitate all activities.  We are looking for staff who are excited about working with 

kids, as it is the counselors, not just the directors, who have the ability to make 



camp a memorable experience for every child.  When applying you may list the 

preferred camp you would like to work with, but understand you may be asked to 

work in other locations as needed.  

 

Teen Camps 
 

ABILITY TO OBTAIN AND MAINTAIN A CHAUFFER LISCENCE IS REQUIRED 

FOR ALL TEEN CAMPS  

 

TEEN ADVENTURE CAMPS 

 

Teen Adventure Director 

Teen Adventure Camp is by far the most high risk camp at the Y.  As a traveling 

camp, it is paramount that the director be of the utmost maturity.  Policies and 

procedures are crucial and the director must be willing to follow each down to the 

finest detail.  With that said, Teen Adventure can be one of the most rewarding 

camps as you will have the opportunity to travel and experience new things each 

day.  Trips will be decided before the summer and include things like baseball 

games, amusement parks, museums, and other great places.  The director would be 

responsible for the daily schedule of activities as well as the supervision of all 

participants and staff.  The ultimate accountability on what happens in the camp falls 

on the shoulders of the director.  Camp runs from 8:30am-4:30pm each day. 

 

Teen Adventure Counselor 

It is the job of the Teen Adventure counselor to assist in supervision and daily 

operation of the program.  Under the supervision of the Teen Adventure Director, the 

counselor plays an important role in making each trip great.   

 

 

TEEN SPECIAL INTEREST CAMPS  

Each Teen Special Interest Camp does not run every week of the summer so 

applicants who have experience required for camps listed below should be prepared 

to more between different camps throughout the summer.  Please make sure to 

indicate on application which specialty camp you are interested in.  

  

Bizology  

This one week camp for teens will require a counselor who is well versed in business 

operations, passionate about entrepreneurship, and able to facilitate knowledge to 

teens in an effective and motivational manner.  This position would require some 

planning that entails lesson plans and field trips.  Counselor would be responsible for 

the overall safety, supervision and wellbeing of all camp participants.  

 

Session 5, July 18 – 22, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

 

Cedar Point Adventure Weekend  

Cedar Point Adventure Weekend Counselor will have a great deal of responsibility for 

taking kids on a weekend long trip to Cedar Point Adventure Park. Policies and 

procedures are crucial and the director must be willing to follow each down to the 

finest detail.  We are looking for someone who is familiar with camping, leading 

teens, ability to provide a safe and enriched experience and who can apply fun to 

anything.  Experience working with teens is preferable.  High level of energy and 

diligent supervision is a necessity. Counselor is accountable for all actions and 

decisions made during trip.  



 

Cedar Point Adventure Weekend: July 29 – 31  

 
Youth Volunteer Corps (YVC)  

 

Team Leader  

 

Youth Volunteer Corps Team Leader will be responsible for leading groups of youth 

through various projects during the summer.  YVC counselors will report directly to 

the YVC Coordinator and assist them in the application of YVC activities.  A 

background in volunteerism and a desire to pass along the values of volunteering are 

desired. 

 
Camp Birkett 

 

Program Director 

 

Under the supervision of the Camp Birkett Director, the Program Director is 

responsible for the planning of program activities, all-camp events, overnights and 

the Leaders-In-Training program. The Program Director ensures that weekly camp 

themes and programming objectives are delivered, and that specialist program areas 

provide activities that are safe, fun and age-appropriate. The incumbent also assists 

in the management of the overall camp operation at the discretion of the Camp 

Birkett Director.  

 

Waterfront Director 

 

Under the direction of the Camp Birkett Director and the policies of the Ann Arbor 

YMCA, the Waterfront Director will be responsible for upkeep of the waterfront 

facilities; enforcement of policies and procedures; and supervision of lifeguards. The 

Waterfront Director is responsible for waterfront programming and meeting all 

licensing requirements as they pertain to the waterfront.  Activities include free 

swim, swim lessons, canoeing and shoreline exploration. Aquatic background 

including knowledge in life-guarding and staff training is required. Current lifeguard 

certification, and willingness to convert to YMCA standards if necessary, is required.  

Knowledge of, and experience with, waterfront programming is desired. 

 

Boating Specialist  

 

In accordance with the Waterfront Director, the Boating Specialist will conduct 

activities including canoeing, sailing, and other waterfront programs. The Boating 

Specialist will be the primary lifeguard responsible for the safety of participants while 

boating. The Boating Specialist should have experience in both sailing and canoeing 

and requires a lifeguarding certification. 

 

Arts and Crafts Specialist 

 

The Arts and Crafts Specialist will be in charge of organizing, planning, and 

facilitating daily Arts and Crafts programming.  Applicants should have experience in 

creative arts and be able to plan new ideas for a variety of ages.  

 

Archery Specialist  

 



The Archery Specialist is responsible for the daily operation of the Archery Range.  

Applicants should have some experience in archery, or be willing to undergo training 

in archery.  As the lead instructor, the Archery Specialist will teach campers on all of 

the aspects of archery, from safety to marksmanship.  A responsible, creative, and 

motivated person is required.  

 

Sports Specialist  

 

The Sports Specialist will facilitate daily programs of team sports and integrate 

healthy living aspects into the sports program.  Applicants should be able to 

participate in high energy games/sports.  Experience in athletics or physical 

education is desired.  The ability to plan fun and safe activities each day is required.  

Overly competitive applicants need not apply. 

 

Nature Specialist 

 

The Nature Specialist will create and facilitate activities based around outdoor and 

nature education. The Nature Specialist also integrates science into the program. 

Experience in outdoor education is required.  The ability to creatively plan activities 

and learning sessions is required.  Knowledge of native plants, animals, and other 

wildlife is desired.  

 

Group Counselor  

 

Group Counselors lead 10-20 campers in daily activities. Counselors are asked to 

perform multiple tasks from day to day.  The primary function of a counselor is to 

supervise, interact with, and engage the campers.  Counselors may also be asked to 

assist the specialty staff in facilitating program activities. Applicants must have some 

background working with youth in order to qualify for this position.  Responsible, 

energetic, and fun counselors are desired. 

 

 

Ann Arbor Sports & Specialty Camps 
 

Throughout the summer we hold a variety of Sports & Specialty Camps at various 

locations throughout Ann Arbor.  Each camp does not run every week of the summer 

so applicants who have experience in multiple fields or who are prepared to move 

between different camps will be preferred. 

 

Specialty Camps & Trips Director 

 

The Specialty Camps/Trips Director will oversee programming for our Specialty camp 

offerings, including Extreme Sports, Survival Camp and provide support for camps 

requiring transportation to off-site locations. Each camp requires high amounts of 

creativity and an organized structure to keep it entertaining throughout the week 

and to challenge campers physically & mentally. The director should be creative and 

able to plan, organize, and implement activities.  The ability and experience to 

supervise staff and groups of around 14 children is required.  Applicants must be 21 

and over with the ability to attain a chauffeurs license. The Director is expected to 

work around 25-40 hours per week in a camp with additional hours allocated for 

planning. It is expected that the Director would begin planning the camp curriculum 

6 weeks before the start of the summer. 

 



Science & Discovery Camp Director (STEM Camps) 

 

The Science & Discovery Camp Director will create and facilitate activities for our 

range of STEM camps. The ability to creatively plan activities and learning sessions is 

required. Science camps include Myth Busters, Crazy Chemists & Fun with Physics. 

Knowledge of the basic sciences is required but more importantly we look for 

candidates who can create exciting lesson plans based around the subject matter to 

keep campers engaged and enthusiastic about exploring science. It is expected that 

the Science & Discovery Camp Director will work around 25 hours per week in a 

camp with an additional 5 hours per week allocated for camp set up and planning. As 

the director, the ultimate responsibility of what happens in the program falls on 

them. It is expected that the Director would begin planning the camp curriculum 6 

weeks before the start of the summer. 

 

Science Camp Counselor  

 

These extremely popular science based camps allow campers to experiment every 

day with different projects.  Activities have ranged from rocket building to building 

basic electrical circuits.  The right applicant will have a passion for science and a 

desire to share their skills with children.  Some activities require extra attention 

when supervising children so applicants should be responsible and able to follow 

policies and procedures to the finest detail.  We are looking for individuals that are 

responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with children. 

 

Specialty Camps 

 

Active Girls/You Go Girl Counselor  

 

Active Girls and You Go Girl are a great opportunities for girls to experience the 

benefits of physical activity in a safe, caring and fun atmosphere!  Active Girls 

focuses on beginning a girl’s exposure to physical activity, while You Go Girl builds 

on older girl’s interest with more involved/focused fitness activities.  Counselors 

should be positive role models who are able to instill a sense of excitement and self-

confidence.  Counselors will be responsible for the supervision of campers throughout 

their day at camp.  We are looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic 

and enjoy interacting with children.  The ability to plan safe, fun & creative activities 

is essential. 

 

Cheer Camp Counselor  

 

Each year this camp is extremely popular with younger girls.  We are looking for 

individuals with some experience in dance or cheer techniques but the ability to plan 

safe, fun & creative activities is most important.  Counselors will be responsible for 

the supervision of campers throughout their day at camp.  We are looking for 

individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with children.   

 

Dance Camp Counselor 

 

Not unlike our Theater offering, Dance is for the camper with an interest in stage 

performance.  With a focus on movement, choreography and singing; Dance requires 

a staff member with passion and experience in the field.  Counselors will be 

responsible for writing, organizing and implementing all performances.  We are 

looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 

children. 



 

Design Star Counselor 

 

Campers will spend a week designing and making his/her favorite item of clothing as 

they work towards our Parent Show on the final day of camp. Sewing machines will 

not be used but campers will be able to create designs, patterns and beading using 

Velcro and fabric glues.  This camp will also include some traditional camp activities 

such as games and arts & craft projects.  Counselors should be comfortable 

participating and leading above activities.  We are looking for creative, energetic and 

crafty staff for this camp.   

 

Flash Mob Counselor 

Campers will spend a week working on a routine to perform in a moments notice on 

the Friday of camp. Counselors should be able to help choreograph multiple dance 

moves and work with the kids to come up with a routine to be apart of the Friday 

performance. Counselors should be comfortable joining in on the performances and 

dancing along side the campers. We are looking for creative, spontaneous counselors 

who can bring a spirited attitude that will relay confidence to the camper. 

 

Glee Camp Counselor 

 

Not unlike our Dance/Theater offering, Glee is for the camper with an interest in 

stage performance.  With a focus on singing; Glee requires a staff member with 

passion and experience in the field.  Counselors will be responsible for writing, 

organizing and implementing all performances.  We are looking for individuals that 

are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with children.   

 

Gymnastics Camp Counselor 

 

Our gymnastics camps are some of our most-popular summer day camps and we 

look for instructors that have experience in gymnastics, and preferably coaching 

experience. Counselors are expected to assist with the set up and break down of 

equipment and will be responsible for a group of 8-10 participants during camp. We 

are looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting 

with children. 

 

Spa Retreat Counselor 

 

Campers will spend a week focusing on cultivating their inner beauty and strength. 

Counselors should be positive role models who are able to instill a sense of 

excitement and self-confidence. This camp will include crafts such as DIY lip gloss, 

bath salts, and more. We are looking for creative, energetic and crafty staff for this 

camp.  

 

 

Survival Camp Counselor  

 

Campers will have fun learning about the basics of outdoor living, camping and team 

building skills. They will develop character skills and teamwork through activities and 

games including: fishing, building shelters, campfire building, orienteering and more.  

Much of this camp takes place away from the YMCA facility so survival camp 

counselors should be responsible and of the utmost maturity.  It is essential that 

counselors are willing to follow policies and procedures to the finest detail.  

Counselors should have an interest in outdoor living and be able to plan safe, 



creative and fun activities throughout the week.  We are looking for individuals that 

are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with children. 

 

Theater Camp Counselor  

 

This two-week theater camp will concentrate on character development, voice 

projection, stage presence, and other theater basics. As well as playing theater 

based games, the troupe will write a short one-act play which they will rehearse and 

perform on the last day of camp.  Counselors should have experience in theater and 

performance, and should be able to plan fun and exciting activities that will develop 

campers’ interest in theater.  We are looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, 

energetic and enjoy interacting with children. 

 

Sports Camps 

 

Baseball Camp Counselor 

 

Baseball Camp Counselors will facilitate activities within the baseball camp so the 

ability to plan safe, creative & fun activities is essential.  Counselors will be 

responsible for the supervision of campers throughout their day at camp.  We are 

looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 

children.  Applicants should be in good shape and able to participate in high energy 

games/sports.  Experience in athletics is desired.  Overly competitive applicants need 

not apply. 

 

Basketball Camp Counselor  

 

Basketball Camp Counselors will facilitate activities within the basketball camp so the 

ability to plan safe, creative & fun activities is essential.  Counselors will be 

responsible for the supervision of campers throughout their day at camp.  We are 

looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 

children.  Applicants should be in good shape and able to participate in high energy 

games/sports.  Experience in athletics is desired.  Overly competitive applicants need 

not apply. 

 

Bowling Camp Counselor  

 

The bowling camp takes place away from the YMCA facility so bowling camp 

counselors should be responsible and of the utmost maturity.  It is essential that 

counselors are willing to follow policies and procedures to the finest detail.  

Experience in bowling is preferred but more important is the ability to plan and lead 

fun, creative activities based on the sport of bowling. 

 

Extreme Sports Camp Counselor 

 

This travel-based camp takes a tour through some of the more exciting sports 

offered in our area. Activities may include Activities may include Broomball, Sailing, 

Rock Climbing, Laser Tag, Whirly Ball and more! Most activities take place away from 

the YMCA building so applicants should be responsible and of the utmost maturity.   

We are looking for individuals that are responsible, fun & energetic and enjoy 

interacting with children.  While we will have multiple staff in this camp, the program 

leader must be 21 and willing to obtain a chauffeurs license.  

 

Fishing Camp Counselor 



 

Fishing camp counselors must have experience with fishing techniques and language 

involved in teaching kids how to fish. A willingness to learn and describe types of fish 

within the State of Michigan is preferred. Counselors are required to facilitate fishing 

activities and be able to obtain a chauffer’s license. Fishing camp takes place within 

the different lakes and streams of Washtenaw County which will require counselors 

to be responsible and have the utmost maturity. Ability to attend life guard training 

is required. 

 

Flag Football Counselor 

 

Flag Football Camp Counselors will facilitate activities within the Flag Football camp 

so the ability to plan safe, creative & fun activities is essential.  Counselors will be 

responsible for the supervision of campers throughout their day at camp.  We are 

looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 

children.  Applicants should be in good shape and able to participate in high energy 

games/sports.  Experience in athletics is desired.  Overly competitive applicants need 

not apply. 

 

Golf Camp Counselor 

 

A golf camp counselor should be familiar with the basic language and skills involved 

in the sport of golf. As a general golf counselor one is required to plan and facilitate 

golf related activities. Safety and security of the children is an important part of 

being a counselor in this camp. Alertness, maturity and the ability to relay rules to 

children is a must. Following the lead of our golf specialist and helping facilitate 

activities and monitor safety is highly important.  

 

Soccer Camp Counselor  

 

The soccer camp takes place away from the YMCA facility so soccer camp counselors 

should be responsible and of the utmost maturity.  It is essential that counselors are 

willing to follow policies and procedures to the finest detail.  Experience in soccer is 

essential as is the ability to plan and lead fun and creative activities.  We are looking 

for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 

children.   

 

Softball Camp Counselor 

 

Softball Camp Counselors will facilitate activities within the baseball camp so the 

ability to plan safe, creative & fun activities is essential.  Counselors will be 

responsible for the supervision of campers throughout their day at camp.  We are 

looking for individuals that are responsible, fun, energetic and enjoy interacting with 

children.  Applicants should be in good shape and able to participate in high energy 

games/sports.  Experience in athletics is desired. Basic knowledge of strategies and 

techniques is preferred.  Overly competitive applicants need not apply. 

 

Team-Building NERF® Camp Counselor 

 

As the name of the camp suggests, this is camp is all about team-building using 

NERF games as an activity. We are looking for candidates that can create games and 

challenges using NERF in a way that allows kids to work collaboratively, problem 

solve, and develop leadership.  

 



Team/All Star Sports Camp Counselor  

 

The team, international and All-Star sports camps include a variety of different 

sports and activities from a variety of regions and countries.   The sports camp 

counselors are expected to plan different activities each day.  Some activities may 

take place away from the YMCA building so applicants should be responsible and of 

the utmost maturity.  It is essential that counselors are willing to follow policies and 

procedures to the finest detail.  We are looking for individuals that are responsible, 

fun & energetic and enjoy interacting with children. 

 

Tennis Camp Counselor 

 

Tennis camp takes away from the Y and counselors are expected to look after 

campers well-being throughout the day and display the utmost maturity while doing 

so. Basic knowledge of tennis strategies, techniques and scoring is preferred. 

Counselors are responsible for planning daily activities surrounded by small skill 

development and tennis related games. 

 

Volleyball Camp Counselor 

 

Counselors should be familiar with passing, setting, serving, hitting and defense 

along with game situations, scoring and strategy. Volleyball Camp counselors should 

be able to plan and facilitate volleyball activities as well as small sided games. Ability 

to obtain a chauffer’s license is preferred. 

 

Ypsilanti Day Camp 
 

The Ypsilanti Day camp consists of a weekly theme and activities including Sports, 

Arts & Crafts, Science Experiments, Teambuilding, Field Trips, Swimming, Reading 

Time and more.  Campers will be divided into three age-based pods with 1 Pod Lead 

and Pod Counselors. 

 

Pod Lead (40 hours per week): 

Under the supervision of the Youth Community Program Director, the Pod Lead will 

be responsible for overall safety and wellbeing of participants, daily task delegation 

of activities as well as supervision of all participants and team staff.  The Pod Lead 

should possess maturity, be able to plan, organize and implement activities based on 

themes, set expectations for behavior and respond appropriately according to Ann 

Arbor YMCA guidelines. 

It is preferred that the Pod Lead is willing to obtain and maintain current YMCA 

Lifeguarding Certification. 

 

Pod Counselor (40 hours per week): 

Under the supervision of the Youth Community Program Director and the Pod Lead, 

the Pod Counselors will assist the in planning and delivering of program activities.  

Pod Counselors will ensure campers are properly supervised and engaged in safe, fun 

and age-appropriate activities.  Pod Counselors should possess maturity and be able 

to effectively communicate with co-counselors. 

 

Nutrition Specialist (20 hours per week): 

Under the supervision of the Youth Community Program Director, the Nutrition 

Specialist will plan nutrition activities for all campers using the CATCH Kids Club 

curriculum, plan and prepare a healthy snack for the entire camp based on the 



week’s theme and will maintain the camp garden.  The Nutrition Specialist should 

possess the ability to plan, organize and implement activities and snacks that are 

fun, age-appropriate and adhere to the YMCA Healthy Eating and Physical Activity 

standards.  The Nutrition Specialist will work Monday – Wednesday. 

   

LIT Specialist (20 hours per week): 

Under the supervision of the Youth Community Program Director, the LIT Specialist 

will be able to plan, organize and implement leadership activities for up to 8 Leaders-

In-Training following the YMCA LIT guidelines.  LITs will be able to assume some 

counselor responsibilities under staff supervision and will be able to participate in 

their favorite camp activities.  The LIT Specialist will deliver workshops that focus on 

YMCA core values, teamwork, personal growth, youth development and more.  The 

LIT program will only run on the even session weeks.   

 

Ypsilanti Day Camp Registrar (15 hours per week):  

Under the supervision of the Youth Community Program Director, the Ypsilanti Day 

Camp registrar will provide an organized, systematic and efficient registration 

experience for all Ypsilanti camp participants and be a positive point of contact for 

staff members and parents. This position will help manage the Ypsilanti Camp 

registration process during the summer season, including: registrations, payment 

collection, health form collection, waitlist updates, phone and email response, and 

camper check-in.  The hours will be 7:30-10:30 AM, Monday – Friday.  

 

 


