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WELCOME TO THE YMCA DAY 
CAMPS. YOU BELONG HERE!
The Y is a place where everyone belongs and can be themselves 
while engaging in new experiences, building new skills and 
making new friends. We are committed to providing kids with 
a safe and positive environment. Our well-rounded day camp 
programs are rooted in the YMCA core values of caring, honesty, 
respect and responsibility while being intentional about fostering 
friendships, a sense of accomplishment, and belonging for all. 

The YMCA Day Camp team is here to cultivate your camper’s 
curiosity and to encourage them to be adventurous. We are 
dedicated to creating a space for youth to discover their 
passions and explore their potential.

Goals for Y Campers:
• Create new friendships and experience a sense of belonging 

•  Engage in a wide variety of activities that inspire creativity, 
critical thinking and a lifelong commitment to learning

• Develop relationships with caring adults

• Become a part of a team 

• Set and achieve a personal goal

Five Reasons to Attend Y Day Camp Programs:
• Have fun while playing games and staying active

• Make new friends

• Engage with caring staff

• Develop new skills by trying challenging activities 

• Enhance physical, social-emotional, and cognitive abilities 

CONTACT INFORMATION
Day Camp Registrar: daycamps@annarborymca.org,  
(734) 661-8039

LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Abbey Davis 
Teen and Volunteer Director 
adavis@annarborymca.org 
(734) 661-8012

Colette Hemker 
Youth Community Program Director 
chemker@annarborymca.org 
(734) 661-8031

James Highsmith 
Assistant Membership Director 
jhighsmith@annarborymca.org 
(734) 661-8007

Steve Petty 
Vice President: Social Responsibility and Community Initiatives 
spetty@annarborymca.org 
(734) 661-8018

REGISTRATION BEGINS  
MONDAY, MAY 8TH
Ways to Register:
Online: www.annarborymca.org

Phone: (734) 661-8039

Mail or In Person: Day Camp Office, 400 West 
Washington Street Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Fax: (734) 661-8060
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Location & Schedule
We are pleased to offer a summer of camp programs at 
Ypsilanti High School, located at 2095 Packard Street 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197. Camp consists of eight, one-week 
sessions, beginning June 26th and ending August 18th. The 
daily schedule runs Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM 
until 4:30 PM.

Age Groups 
Camp is open to Ypsilanti residents aged 5 to 11 years old. 
Campers will be divided into three age-based pods: ‘Explorers’, 
‘Adventurers’, and ‘Pioneers’. Age groups will vary slightly 
throughout the summer to keep group sizes consistent. 

Additionally, our Leader-In-Training (LIT) program is offered 
to teens entering seventh, eighth or ninth grade. This program 
enables older campers to build leadership skills while assuming 
some counselor responsibilities and participating in LIT-only 
activities.

LIT Program offered Sessions 2, 4, 6

Staff
All staff members are selected for their maturity, dedication, 
and enthusiasm. Day Camp staff are dedicated to youth 
development and want to make a positive difference in your 
children’s lives. Our entire staff is First-Aid/CPR certified 
and participates in an intensive training program that 
covers safety, supervision, counseling, empathy, behavior 
management and camp procedures. Camper-to-counselor 
ratios exceed state guidelines to ensure that your child 
receives the best care and attention. 

FEES & FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Open registration begins May 8th, 2017.

Fees & Financial Assistance
Fees are $100 per session, payable by cash, credit card or 
check. A $20 deposit is due at the time of registration for each 
week of camp requested. No registration will be processed 
without a deposit. Due to high demand for camp and large 
waitlists, please make sure you register only for the sessions 
for which your camper can attend. 

Thanks to the generous contributions of our donors, we can 
provide scholarships on a sliding scale fee. If you are not able 
to pay the full $100, you may pay $80 or $60 per session. 
If you require additional financial assistance, please contact 
Assistant Membership Director, James Highsmith at (734) 
661-8007 or email jhighsmith@annarborymca.org to request a 
Ypsilanti Day Camp Scholarship application. 

All camp balances are due no later than three weeks 
before the start of your child’s camp session. If payment 
is not received by this date, your child’s registration 
may be cancelled without notice and without refund. All 
transactions are made at or through the Ann Arbor YMCA 
Camp Office, NOT AT CAMP DROP OFF AND/OR PICK UP. 
This policy will be strictly enforced.

DAY CAMP HEALTH FORM 
Health Forms are now completed online. All information will be 
provided via email. Health Forms are due June 1st. Only one 
Health Form is required per child, regardless of the number of 
camps or sessions he/she is registered. If the Health Form is not 
turned in by June 1st, your child’s registration may be cancelled 
without notice or refund. If you do not have internet access, 
please contact the Day Camp Office at (734) 661-8039 for 
other options. 

REFUND/TRANSFER POLICY 
Deposits are non-refundable under any circumstances. Camp 
balances must be paid in full three weeks prior to the start date 
of the session for which you are registered. 

Up to seven days before the beginning of your camp, all funds, 
less the deposit, are refundable and transferable within other 
Day Camp programs. This includes transfers to a new session (if 
space is available) and/or current Day Camp balance dues. 

Within seven days all funds are non-refundable and non-
transferable to a balance due or new registration. A written 
physician-authorized note verifying illness or injury is required 
to obtain a refund if a child cancels within seven days of the 
session start date. If a camper fails to show for a registered 
session without notice, there will be no refund issued. In cases 
of homesickness, dismissal, or voluntary withdrawal, there will 
be no refund of any fees.

FIELD TRIPS
Each week we will offer a field trip related to the theme of the 
week. Past trips have included trips to Pinckney State Recreation 
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Area, ice skating at the Ann Arbor Ice Cube, The Ann Arbor 
Art Fair and more. Field trip destinations will be posted in our 
weekly newsletter. On field trip days, buses will leave Camp after 
morning check-in and will return by 4:00 PM. To ensure your 
child’s safety, please make sure that all sections of the Health 
Form, including the field trip permission section, are signed 
before Camp begins. 

Would you like to join us? We encourage parent chaperones to 
accompany their child/ren on the field trips. If you are interested 
in being a parent chaperone, please contact Youth Community 
Program Director, Colette Hemker at (734) 661-8031 or 
chemker@annarborymca.org. 

SAFETY AROUND WATER SWIM 
LESSONS 
The Safety Around Water (SAW) Program has helped thousands 
of kids learn personal safety in and around the water as well as 
increase their comfort level in the water through basic swimming 
skills, water games and activities. Campers will have an opportunity 
to participate in swimming and personal water safety lessons 
during each week of Camp. Additionally, campers will have 
opportunity for free swim at Rutherford Pool each week. For more 
information about SAW and for additional swimming opportunities, 
contact our Training and Aquatics Director, Christina Carter at 
(734) 661-8050 or ccarter@annarborymca.org. 

YMCA CAMP READERS 
AND THE BOOKMOBILE 
Reading is a great way for children to foster imagination, 
creativity and critical thinking skills. We also recognize that 
literacy and reading levels can drop off when kids are out of 
school. Because of this, silent and group reading is scheduled 
daily. The Ypsilanti District Library (YDL) Bookmobile will come 
to Camp weekly and campers who are Ypsilanti residents will 
have the opportunity to get a library card and check out books 
to take home with them. All campers will be enrolled in the YDL 
Summer Challenge reading program and have an opportunity 
to earn a book to keep. Contact the Youth Community Program 
Director if you would like to volunteer to read to campers. 

DROP OFF & PICK UP PROCEDURES
Drop-off and pick-up at Ypsilanti High School will take place 
at the east entrance, indicated by a YMCA flag and check-in 
table. A picture ID is required to pick up a child. No child will be 
released to a person without appropriate identification. Camper 
drop-off is from 8:30-9:00 AM and pick-up is from 4:00-
4:30 PM. The check-in table will be outside.

Late Arrivals/Pickups
YMCA Ypsilanti Day Camp starts at 8:30 AM. If you attempt to 
drop off a camper after the proposed start time and the Camp 
has left the immediate area, it will be the responsibility of the 
parent/guardian to locate and drop off the camper with his/
her group. Staff will not be available to supervise campers who 
arrive late for a field trip.

A 15-minute grace period will be allowed for all parents picking 
up children from Camp. YMCA Day Camp staff are not permitted 

to supervise children in a one-on-one situation. Thus, any child 
who is picked up late from Camp on more than two occasions 
may be dismissed from future YMCA Day Camp sessions. 

WHAT TO BRING
❏ Water Bottle

❏ Sunscreen

❏ Bug Spray

❏ Swimsuit

❏ Towel

❏ Appropriate clothes for weather

❏ Sneakers

❏ Healthy snacks (see HEPA standards) 

WHAT NOT TO BRING
• Cell Phones/Tablets/Digital Devices

• Playing or trading cards

• Toys

• Money or other valuables

• Video games

• Headphones/Music players

• Other electronic equipment

• Pocket knives or weapons of any kind

• Unhealthy food or beverages (see HEPA standards)

Campers will spend a lot of time outdoors and should bring a 
water bottle, bug spray, and sunscreen with them. 

BREAKFAST & LUNCH
Thanks to the support of our community 
partnership with Ypsilanti Community Schools, 
Summer Food Service Program will provide a 
healthy breakfast and lunch to all campers everyday! There are 
peanut-free and some vegetarian choices, but you may send 
your child with his/her own packed breakfast and lunch if you 
prefer. The Y will provide an afternoon snack.
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HEALTHY EATING & PHYSICAL 
ACTIVITY (HEPA): 
With the YMCA’s commitment to healthy living, we have adopted 
a set of standards to live by at Camp and in all our programs—
HEPA. There are five components: 
•  Beverages – Water is accessible and available at all times. 

Only low-fat or non-fat milk is served with meals.
•  Food – Provide fruits and vegetables at every meal and snack. 

Do not provide fried foods, foods that contain trans-fat, or 
foods that have sugar listed in the first three ingredients or 
that contain more than eight grams of added sugar per serving.

•  Physical Activity – Children will receive moderate to vigorous 
physical activity for at least 60 minutes per day and will get 
outside as often as possible.

•  Family Engagement – It is important to let families know what 
we are doing at Camp. We are providing weekly newsletters, 
both paper and electronic, and two Healthy Family Nights.

•  Screen Time – There will be no screen time (TV, movies, cell 
phones, video games, computer or any other digital devices) at 
YMCA programs.

If you have questions or want to learn more about HEPA 
standards, please talk to the Youth Community Program Director, 
Colette Hemker.

Please note that breakfast and lunch, provided by Chartwells, 
follows the YCS District Wellness Policy, but does not necessarily 
meet all the standards of HEPA and the YMCA.

Birthday Treats
While not required, campers sometimes like to bring treats 
to share with the rest of Camp for their birthday or another 
special occasion. If you want to bring a treat, please make sure 
you follow these guidelines:
•  Enough treats for all campers, there are 70 a week plus up to 

six LIT campers.
•  Treats must be individually wrapped by the manufacturer and 

must have a nutrition label on the box or individual packages.
•  Treats should not contain trans-fats, be fried or contain more 

than eight grams of added sugar.

Thank you for helping us build healthy kids!

YMCA DAY CAMP THEMES & 
ACTIVITIES
Each themed week of Camp will offer campers the chance to 
participate in many different activities for large and small 
groups. Throughout the week campers will have the opportunity 
to participate in theme-related activities as well as main activity 
areas including: sports, arts & crafts, science experiments, 
team-building, swim lessons, silent reading time, nutrition 
lessons, field trips and more. 

Session 1: ROAD TRIP DOWN ROUTE 66  
(June 26th – 30th) 
Bags packed. Check. Sunglasses. Check. Snacks. Check. Car full of 
gas. Check. Okay everyone, load up the van. We are taking a road 
trip and stopping by some incredible places across the U.S.A. 
from Illinois to California and lots of places in between. Our 
summer adventure is about to begin!

Session 2: MVP WEEK (July 3rd, 5th – 7th)* 
We want you to join our team. Learn about leadership, teamwork, 
and sportsmanship through many different sports, games, and 
activities. YOU can be the MVP of Camp. 

*Shortened week due to 4th of July holiday

Session 3: ART AROUND THE WORLD  
(July 10th – 14th)
Art is everywhere! Each culture shares their ideas, history, 
traditions and beauty through all different types of art. Come 
with us as we explore art from many different cultures and 
create our own masterpieces.

Session 4: SPORTS EXTRAVAGANZA  
(July 17th – 21st) 
Basketball, Baseball, Soccer and Football. Volleyball, Hockey, 
Tennis and Track. Croquet, Cricket, Quidditch and Polo. Huh? There 
are so many sports – some seem a little crazy – and we are going 
to try as many as we can! Which one will be your favorite?

Session 5: BACKYARD ADVENTURES  
(July 24th – 28th) 
Sometimes you don’t have to go far to have a wondrous journey. 
With a little imagination and the help of the magic of Camp, 
there is a lot to be discovered in Ypsilanti, our own backyard. 

Session 6: MAD SCIENTIST  
(July 31st – August 4th) 
*Clank* *Bang* *Fizz* *Pop* *Buzzzz* Don’t mind all the noise, it’s 
just some campers busy at work in the lab trying their latest and 
greatest experiment idea. What ooey, gooey concoction are they 
going to come up with this time? 

Session 7: JOURNEY TO ATLANTIS  
(August 7th – 11th) 
Campers get ready! All aboard the submarine with maps and 
compasses and sea creature identification manuals. We are 
seeking the lost island of Atlantis for WATER WEEK! Don’t forget 
your bathing suit.

Session 8: ONCE UPON A TIME  
(August 14th-18th) 
…A long, long time ago, there was a camp in Ypsilanti. All the 
campers had such wonderful adventures with their magnificent 
and fun counselors. But one day, the evil, nasty villain tried to 
ruin the campers’ fun. Come help the campers and counselors 
ward off this villain and find their happily ever after. 

NEW THIS YEAR
Eastern Michigan University and the Y are proud to present 
a collaboration of youth summer camp programs. Half day 
specialty camps with focuses in sports, arts and academics 
are available for youth as young as eight, up to 17 years 
old in one central location. The wide variety will suit many 
different interests. Combine morning and afternoon sessions 
for a full day camp experience. Visit our website at www.
annarborymca.org or call the Day Camp Office at (734) 661-
8039 for more information or to register. 



PARENT INFORMATION SESSION
Are you or your camper worried about what to expect the first day of camp? Come learn about camp procedures and 
expectations, meet the counselors, and even participate in some camp activities. The parent information session will be held 
Wednesday, June 7th from 5:30-6:30 PM at Ypsilanti High School.

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR TEENS 
Leader-In-Training (LIT) Program at Ypsilanti 
Day Camp (Entering 7th, 8th Or 9th) 
The Leader-In-Training (LIT) program enables older campers 
to build leadership skills while assuming some counselor 
responsibilities and participating in LIT-only activities. 
Participants are expected to be positive, helpful role models 
for younger campers to help them develop the YMCA 
character values of caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility. 
Applications are required for participation in this program. To 
be considered as an LIT, the applicant must write a paragraph 
for each of the following prompts and submit the answers with 
the registration form.

•  Tell us about a time that you had to put the needs of 
someone else before your own.

• Why is leadership important to you?

• Tell us about a leader that inspires you.

•  Why do you want to be a Leader-In-Training at YMCA Day 
Camps? 

Offered: Sessions 2, 4, 6

Counselor-In-Training (CIT) Program  
(Entering 10th, 11th Or 12th Grade)
The Counselor-in-Training program provides teens with 
necessary tools to become cause-driven leaders. Participating 
as a CIT offers countless opportunities to interact with 
children, lead activities and participate in Camp programs. 
Elements of the program include coaching, facilitation, job 
skill development, career exploration and learning how to 
effectively lead others. CITs are expected to have a sincere 
desire to work with children, give back to their community and 
build a strong work ethic. A commitment to positive youth 
development and learning what it takes to be an effective 
camp counselor must be made apparent in the application/
interview process. 

The CIT Program is offered at three main YMCA day camp 
locations: Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor and Dexter. Orientation and 

training is required and is not necessarily located on site of 
the desired camp location. Please see CIT Application for 
details. This program is free to teens. An application process 
is required for interested participants. Please contact Abbey 
Davis, Teen and Volunteer Director, at adavis@annarborymca.
org or (734) 661-8012 to receive an application and/or for 
further inquiries. 

*Participating teens are eligible to receive community service 
hours for active participation and full completion of program. 
Participants must be able to attend all 10 days of the program 
to receive credit. 

Youth Volunteer Corps (YVC) Expanding 
Horizons Summer Program (Ages 11 – 17) 
Is your teen passionate about creating social change through 
service-learning? The Ann Arbor YMCA’s YVC is a youth-
driven volunteer program for young community activists who 
are interested in leading social change through challenging, 
rewarding and educational service-learning projects. Expanding 
Horizons, YVC’s intensive summer program, provides teens 
the opportunity to engage in week-long blocks of service with 
community partners across Washtenaw County and Detroit. 
YVC is dedicated to serving the needs of the community and 
promoting a lifelong ethic of volunteerism and social justice. 
YVC runs four days a week, Monday through Thursday from 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. 

For more information and details on how to register, 
please contact Abbey Davis, Teen and Volunteer Director, at 
adavis@annarborymca.org or (734) 661-8012.

Bus transportation is available to any 
participants in the Ypsilanti area 
The YVC program is based in Ann Arbor with available 
transportation to and from Ypsilanti. Pick-up location is TBD 
and will depart the site promptly by 8:30 AM. YVC participants 
will return by 3:30 PM. Bus space is limited and granted on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Please indicate on registration 
page if you would like to utilize this service. 

DEVELOPMENTAL ASSETS AT WORK
The Developmental Assets framework represents the 
relationships, opportunities, and personal qualities that young 
people need to grow into healthy, caring, responsible adults. 
Studies of young people in the United States consistently show 
that the more assets they have, the less likely they are to engage 
in a wide range of high-risk behaviors and the more likely they 
are to thrive. Assets have power for all young people, regardless 
of their gender, economic status, family, or race/ethnicity. The 
following are a list of Developmental Assets present in our Day 
Camp programs. For more information about Developmental 

Assets please speak to a member of our camp staff.

Asset #7 – Community values youth—Young person perceives 
that adults in the community value youth.

Asset #10 – Safety—Young person feels safe at home, school, 
and in the neighborhood.

Asset #17 – Creative activities—Young person spends three or 
more hours per week in lessons or practice in music, theater, or 
other arts.

Asset #14 – Adult role models—Parent(s) and other adults 
model positive, responsible behavior.



Camper’s Name (Last, First)

Sex Birthdate      Age

Street Address

City, State, Zip

Camper Tshirt Size

Parent / Guardian’s Name(s)

Home Phone Cell Phone

Email Address

Emergency Contact Cell Phone

SESSION & DATES THEME DAY CAMP (5-12 years) LIT (Entering 7th, 8th or 9th grade)** 

• Session 1 (Jun 26-30) Road Trip Down Route 66 q $100.00  N/A

• Session 2* (July 3, 5-7) MVP Week q $80.00  q $80.00

• Session 3 (July 10-14) Art Around the World q $100.00  N/A

• Session 4 (July 17-21) Sports Extravaganza q $100.00  q $100.00*

• Session 5 (July 24-28) Backyard Adventures q $100.00  N/A

• Session 6 (July 31-Aug 4) Mad Scientist q $100.00  q $100.00*

• Session 7 (Aug 7-11) Journey to Atlantis q $100.00  N/A

• Session 8 (Aug 14-18) Once Upon A Time q $100.00  N/A

*Session 2 is pro-rated due to no camp on July 4th 
**Camper must submit answers to prompts found under ‘LIT Application Process’

SESSION & DATES** YVC (11–17 YRS)

q Session 1 (Jun 19-22) q $90.00

q Session 2 (Jun 26-29) q $90.00

q Session 3** (July 3, 5-6) q $90.00

q Session 4 (July 10-13) q $90.00

q Session 5 (July 17-20) q $90.00

SESSION & DATES YVC (11–17 YRS)

q Session 6 (July 24-27) q $90.00

q Session 7 (July 31-Aug 3) q $90.00

q Session 8 (Aug 7-10) q $90.00

q Session 9 (Aug 14-17) q $90.00

q Session 10 (Aug 21-24) q $90.00

YPSILANTI DAY CAMP

YOUTH VOLUNTEER CORPS EXPANDING HORIZONS SUMMER PROGRAM* 

*Note: The YVC session dates are different than the Ypsilanti Day Camp session dates
**Session 3 is shortened due to no camp on July 4th

B     Camp Session Registration Please check next to each session you would like to register the camper.

YVC Bus Transportation 

q YES, Yes, I would like to utilize the bus transportation from Ypsilanti to Bach Elementary in Ann Arbor.

A     Camper Information 

SEE REVERSE FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE, PAYMENT INFORMATION AND AGREEMENTS

Camper Registration Form Please completely fill out both sides to the best of your ability.



PROGRAM TOTAL (number of camp sessions attending x $ amount paying per session)   .....................   $ __________________

NON-REFUNDABLE DEPOSIT (DUE WITH THIS FORM) ($20 per session)  ......................................................   $ __________________

BALANCE DUE (Program Total less non-refundable deposit)  ...............................................................................   $ __________________

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:
q I am paying the entire balance now ($20 deposit is non-refundable)
q  I am paying only the deposit for each week of camp requested. If only paying the deposits, please check either  

of the following:

      q Please draft my credit card below for the balance of each camp 3 weeks prior to the start date for that camp.
      q Please bill me by mail for the balance due.

NOTE:  Balance is due in full 3 weeks before session begins. No money will be collected at check in.

q Cash     q Check/Money Order is enclosed.   Insert check number: _________________________________________________________________

Credit Card:      q Mastercard       q Visa       q Discover       q American Express 

Name of Cardholder:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Card Number:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________ Exp.  _______________________

1 . I hereby certify that my child is in normal health and capable of safe participation in the Ann Arbor YMCA Day Camp 
program.  I assume all risks and hazards incidental to the conduct of this program and for the transportation to and 
from the program.  I hereby authorize the YMCA to obtain medical treatment for my child if parent(s) and the emergency 
contact cannot be reached.

2. I hereby irrevocably allow the Ann Arbor YMCA and its agents to use my dependent’s photograph, as it pertains to 
YMCA participation, for promotional efforts without the expectation of any reimbursement.

3. I support the Ann Arbor YMCA Youth Program Philosophy, which is based on character development, individual 
instruction, and promoting life-long physical activity.  It also promotes participation, fun, skill development, teamwork, 
fair play, family involvement and volunteer leadership.

4. I have read, understood and agree to the refund & transfer policies of Ann Arbor YMCA Day Camps.

Signature of Parent/Guardian: __________________________________________________________________________________  Date:  ______________________

D     Payment and Fees

EVERY KID SHOULD GO TO CAMP! Through the YMCA Annual Campaign, the YMCA can provide financial scholarships. 
If you need assistance beyond the listed fees above, please contact Assistant Membership Director, James Highsmith at 
(734) 661-8007 or email jhighsmith@annarborymca.org to request a Scholarship Application. 

C     Financial Assistance

Ypsilanti Day Camp & LIT Program: I would like to 
receive financial assistance. I can pay (check one):
q $80 per session q $60 per session 

Youth Volunteer Corp (YVC) ONLY: I would like to 
receive financial assistance. I can pay (check one):
q $60 per session q $30  per session 

E     Payment Method

F     Agreement


