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LANDS AND 
FORESTS 

INTRODUCING KATIE 
MILNE!  
Katie Milne is the new Camp Al-Gon-Quian Director, but she’s not new 
to Camp: in fact, she’s a lifer!  Born and raised in Ann Arbor, she came 
to Camp Al-Gon-Quian as a nine year old camper. . Since then, AGQ has 
been a cornerstone of her existence. During her summers as a camper, 
counselor, and administrator at Camp Al-Gon-Quian, she discovered 
that Camp was more than just a summer job or a place to escape reality 
and have fun with friends; it was a vehicle to change lives and be a part 
of something bigger than self. 
 
Katie talks about what she learned as a camper, and a camp 
professional this way: Collaboration, creativity, leadership, optimism,  
important than ever for today’s youth. After thirteen  summers at 
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Hello Friends of  
Camp Al-Gon-Quian: 
 
Welcome to the Spring 
(almost Summer)  
newsletter! There’s new 
construction, new boats, 
and a new Camp Director! 
Burt Lake is finally starting 
to warm up and staff will be 
arriving soon for training.  
 
Although there’s still a lot 
to get done, we’re so  
excited for Summer 2018 to 
kick off in just a few weeks. 
We hope to see as many of 
you as possible at the 50th 
Anniversary event the 
weekend of July 21 for  
commemorative activities 
AND a FUN Bike and Run 
Race around Burt Lake on 
Sunday July 22. 

Katie Milne, AGQ Camp Director  
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Camp Al-Gon-Quian, I decided to expand 
my knowledge of the camping industry 
by joining CampMinder, a camp 
technology company whose primary 
mission is to improve the lives of camp 
directors by finding efficiencies in 
their business operations from both 
the administrative and parent 
perspectives. At CampMinder I had the 
honor of spending seven years working 
closely with hundreds of resident, day 
and specialty camps streamlining 
every aspect of their operation. During 
that time, I also became an 
accreditation visitor for the American 
Camping Association, an organization 
whose main purpose is to educate 
camp owners and directors in the 
administration of key aspects of camp 
operations, particularly those related to 
program quality and the health and safety of 
campers and staff. The experience of visiting camps across North 
America with CampMinder and as a visitor for the American Camp 
Association only fueled my passion for camp further. No matter where 
I went, my love for AGQ never waivered. I knew that if I ever had the 
opportunity to go back, I would seize it immediately. So here I am, 
returning to the place that helped shaped the person I am today. I’m so 
grateful to Alec Bennett, my Assistant Director  and all of the directors 
that have come before me. They continue to provide valuable guidance 
and support, and I plan to honor their vision as we embark on the next 
chapter in Al-Gon-Quian’s glorious history. Camp just might be the 
greatest gift my parents ever gave me, and I can’t believe I now have 
the opportunity to shape the camper experience at AGQ. It’s a dream 
come true, to say the least. I encourage you all to come visit Camp!  

 

AGQ CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
CONTINUES!  

Since  purchasing Al-Gon-Quian in 1967, the Ann Arbor YMCA has 

provided a foundation for leadership and success in today’s young 

people and those of future generations. Through their time at AGQ, 

campers experience positive, productive, joyful growth and 

development through our values-centered program. Camp is a place 

where everyone is accepted, challenged and empowered and, as our 

alumni know, it is an experience that lasts a life time! 

The Ann Arbor YMCA Capital Campaign for Camp Al-Gon-Quian is 

raising $4,000,000 to address capital projects and build an 

endowment to ensure Camp’s legacy on the shores of Burt Lake in 

perpetuity. 

 

Continued from front page  FIFTIETH  
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION: 
JULY 20-22 

Please join us for a weekend of 
activities to celebrate 50 years 
of fun at Camp Al-Gon-
Quian.  Herb Twining founded 
AGQ over ninety years ago with 
the understanding that Camp is 
the ideal environment for  
children to learn new skills,  
independence, self confidence 
and an appreciation for  
others.  The Ann Arbor YMCA 
has preserved this legacy since 
purchasing AGQ fifty years ago, 
providing a foundation for  
leadership and success in 
today’s young people and 
those of future generations. 
We invite you to celebrate the 
legacy of AGQ and to learn 
about the plans to continue to 
preserve this unique Camp for 
generations to come. Register 
at https://give.classy.org/
celebrate AGQ 

Katie the camper!  
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CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

CONTINUES 

The current total raised for the 
Capital Campaign is 
$2,019,241 with  an additional 
$1,205 in the Endowment fund. 
Current and future projects 
include:  

PHASE 1: 2015-2019 

ROWE HALL  

Cost: $870,000 

Naming opportunity: $870,000 

Complete 

HEALTH CENTER:  

Cost: $300,000 

Naming opportunity: Health Center 

Rooms (3) - $65,000 each Beginning/

Complete 

NORTHSIDE CABINS (Girls Cabins) 

Cost: $660,000 

Naming opportunity (per cabin): 

$50,000 

Complete 

 

SPORTS FIELDS: 

Cost:  $100,000 

Naming opportunity: $100,000 

Beginning/End dates: 2020 

 

BARN – Equestrian Center 

Cost: $100,000 

Naming opportunity: $100,000 

Beginning/End dates: 2018-2019 

PHASE 2: 2018-2023 

LODGE/KITCHEN 

Cost: $400,000 

Naming opportunity: $400,000 

Beginning/End dates: 2018-2019 

FUTURE PROJECTS: 

BATH HOUSE UPGRADE - $85,000 

PAVILION - $200,000 

STAFF HOUSING - $300,000 

DIRECTOR CABIN - $230,000 

LOW ROPES - $25,000 

ENDOWMENT: 

Conservation fund: to preserve, 

protect and restore the property and 

lakeshore, protecting it from sale or 

development in perpetuity 

Preservation fund: to provide a 

reserve and steady stream of income 

for ongoing maintenance of camp 

facilities 

Scholarship fund? Using interest 

income from endowment funds to 

support financial assistance for campers. 

NEW HOUSING FOR HORSES AND 
GIRLS!  

Winter may be off-season for AGQ campers, but not for AGQ 
construction crews!  These workers were on camp throughout the cold 
months renovating the horse barn and completely re-building thirteen 
of the Northside Cabins. 
 
Generations of children have learned to ride and care for horses at 
Camp. The barn, built in the 1920s, was in need of renovation so that 
the program can continue to provide an exciting equine experience to 
every camper. In order to improve the functionality of the structure, 
the  overhang was enlarged increasing its capacity and allowing us to 
adhere to the best practices for horse care. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Human habitats have been upgraded as well!  For the past ninety 
years, children have set their bags down next to their north-side cabin 
bunks and called them “home” for their stay at Camp. All thirteen north
-side cabins were built in the 1920s and were in need of significant 
repair and updates. They have been rebuilt in their existing locations 
(don’t worry: Cabins 1 and 2, 3 and 4 are still connected by  hallways) 
and in the same style, while conforming to modern safety and fire 
regulations. Building new cabins has also allowed us to increase 
Camp’s capacity, allowing more kids enjoy AGQ every session. 
 
We recognize that the previous cabins held a lot of wonderful 
memories, and meant a lot to our alumni. In an effort to preserve some 
of those memories, we have salvaged a portion of the walls of the old 
cabins and saved three of the original cabins, moving  them to our 
other property across M-68 known as the “graveyard”. The three 
cabins will serve as a tribute to the original cabins of Camp Al-Gon-
Quian, and preserve some incredible history. 
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Carrie Holmes and Erin Baker 

at Camp 

CARRIE’S CABIN UPDATE 

With the help of a dedicated group of AGQ alumni we reached the 
$50,000 goal prior to year end 2017. This amount will allow us to 
dedicate Cabin 5 in Carrie’s name. 
 
Erin Baker, a Carrie’s Cabin donor writes, Carrie was an integral part of 
my camp experience from my first session as an 11 year old in 1995 
through being a counselor-in-training in 2000. She was authentic, 
bold and self-assured, quick-witted, and deeply loving of her AGQ 
family.   
 
I remember Carrie stationed at the archery range during an evening 
activity,  dressed in her favorite orange and purple polo, dancing and 
rapping to Beastie Boys...and it was unclear if she was in character or 
just having a really great time being her Carrie self. I wanted to know 
her, and most of all I wanted to be like her. I learned so much about 
being myself and about caring for others in her cabin.  
 
Carrie was the paragon of what camp was all about - a safe place 
where everyone was loved for being exactly who they are. Dedicating 
Cabin 5 is the perfect for honoring her greatest strength - forming 
special bonds with campers in her cabins, and helping them become 
more comfortable in their own skin. I am so honored that I could return 
the unconditional love she gave to me by helping -- along with so many 
of us who loved her so deeply -- Carrie's Cabin come to fruition. 
 

NEW BOATS FOR SAILING AND 
WATERSKIING!  

Burt Lake is an endless source of entertainment, a backdrop to every 
summer and an opportunity for young and old to enjoy learning how to 
swim, sail and ski.  This year, AGQ will have two new Laser 
performance Bahia sailboats joining the fleet! The Bahia is a light-
weight, quick sailboat that can hold 5-6 people. The addition of these 
boats will allow us to continue to grow our sailing program, and 
provide an opportunity for more kids to experience the wonder of 
sailing on beautiful Burt Lake. 
 
For those who like a bit more speed to their nautical adventures, we 
replaced the old waterskiing boat with a xxxxx which will xxxxx 

 

Al-Gon-Quian 2018 
Summer Schedule: 
 
Admin Week:  
June 10-16 
 
Staff Week: June 16-23 
 
Session 1 June 23- 30 
 
Session 2 June 30 – July 14 
 
Session 3 July 14 – July 28 
 
50th Reunion: July 20-22 
(Friday-Sunday) 
 
*Session 3-4 Stayover July 
28-July 29 ($100) 
 
Session 4 July 29 – August 
12 
 
Session 5 August 12 –  19 
 
Session 6 August 19 – 26 
 
Mini Camp August 19 – 22 
 
Family Camp  
August 28 – September 1 

 
CAMPERSHIPS 2018!  

182 campers will be able to attend AGQ this 
summer thanks to the generosity of donors to 
the Ann Arbor YMCA Annual Campaign.  Should 

you wish to donate to this effort, go to 
www.give.classy.org/annualcampaign. Thank 

you!  

http://www.give.classy.org/annualcampaign.

